
How many hours had Jesus been dead
before his Father and his God, Yehovah,

raised him from the dead?

Was that after three days and three nights—so a total of 72 hours?

Or within two days, on the third day—that is, in less than 39 hours?

It is certain that Jesus died on the cross at Golgotha, outside the walls of ancient Jerusalem, 
on a Friday afternoon around 3:00 p.m. (the ninth hour).

If we add a total of 72 hours to that, Jesus would not have been raised from the dead until 
after 3:00 p.m. on Monday afternoon.

Apart from the fact that we would then have reached the fourth day in terms of time, Jesus’ 
Resurrection could have taken place on Monday afternoon in daylight between 3:00 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m., or only in the evening, at night, or very early Tuesday morning. By then, Tuesday 
would already be the fifth day.

At that time of year in Jerusalem, the sun set around 6:00 p.m. (there was no daylight saving 
time back then) and the next day began. In the case of three full days and nights of death, 
this would mean the last three hours of the fourth day—Monday—or after 6:00 p.m. on the 
fifth day—Tuesday.

It was said of Jesus that his body would not see corruption, meaning that his dead body would 
not decompose.

It is known that Lazarus, whom Jesus Christ raised from the dead, had begun to decompose by 
the time the stone was rolled away from his tomb. His sister Martha had already noticed this. 
Lazarus had been dead for four days, so he would certainly have begun to decompose. Jesus 
did not arrive at Lazarus’s tomb until the fourth day or later, by which time Lazarus had 
already died and been buried. In warm climates, a corpse begins to decompose quickly.
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Jesus’s dead body would therefore have begun to decompose—or would have already 
decomposed—after three days and three nights, or 72 hours.

The fact that they quickly wrapped Jesus’s dead body in linen cloths sometime between 3:00 
p.m. and 6:00 p.m. (John 19:40) was done in a hurry because of the Sabbath (Saturday), 
which began at 6:00 p.m. on Friday evening.

Therefore, Jesus could never have been raised by his Father and God only after three days and 
nights—a total of 72 hours or more.

I believe that Jesus could have been dead for a period ranging from 27 hours to about 38 
hours.

Let’s count the hours:

From Friday afternoon at 3:00 PM until 6:00 PM.

That’s 3 hours.

The entire Sabbath until Saturday afternoon at 6:00 PM.

That’s 24 hours.

And after 3 + 24 = 27 hours, Jesus was raised from the dead sometime in the evening, night, or very  
early morning.

So at least 27 hours, plus the hours starting at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday (when Sunday began).

For example, since Jesus was dead for 30 hours, it would have been 9:00 p.m. when he rose 
from the dead.

Or, for example, 33 hours—in which case Yehovah would have raised His Son from the dead 
around midnight (12:00 a.m. on our clock).

This is just my speculation, so don’t take it too seriously: For example, 33 hours—one hour for 
each year of Jesus’ life, assuming he was 33 years old.                                                                      
Or this one: 35 hours of death because 5 × 7 = 35.
The number 5 represents Grace, and the number 7 represents Perfection.
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If it takes 39 hours to die, that’s too long—because by then it’ll already be around 6:00 a.m. 
on Sunday morning.

That wasn’t really early, and it probably wasn’t dark anymore. The sun rose around 5:30 a.m. 
in Jerusalem (there was no daylight saving time back then).

So, in any case, he had been dead for more than 27 hours, but less than 39 hours. And that’s 
not even two full days. So Jesus rose from the dead on the third day, within two days.

Jesus could never have died on any day other than a Friday, because that would mean his 
Resurrection would have to occur on a day other than a Sunday. The TIMELINE for this is found 
in Acts 1:3, and that TIMELINE is 40 days.

If Jesus had not died on a Friday afternoon around 3:00 p.m., but earlier in the week, then this 
40-DAY TIMELINE would be too short to end on a Sunday.

The days following Friday are out of the question anyway, because that would make the 40-day 
TIMELINE too long and extend past Sunday.

Jesus must have gotten up very early on Sunday morning—or even earlier— because otherwise 
you could never end up on a THURSDAY.

ONLY if Jesus rose on a SUNDAY can 40 DAYS later fall on a THURSDAY, and 10 days after that, 
on Pentecost, also a Sunday.

There’s no other day when that works.

So, dead on Friday and back to life very early Sunday morning—or even earlier—and then seen 
and heard for 40 days; the only way that works is on a Thursday.

Below is an image of April and May 2026.

I simply counted the 40 days.
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In the case of Jesus, those 40 days can only fit between the day of his Resurrection and his 

Ascension. This means that Jesus must have risen very early on SUNDAY, or even during the night,

because SUNDAY must count as a FULL DAY within the total 40 days during which Jesus could be 
seen, heard, and touched.

On what date did Jesus die on the cross?

According to the Julian calendar, the month of Nisan in the year 33 began at sunset on 
Thursday, March 19, and the 15th day of that month ran from sunset on April 2 to sunset on 
April 3. Jesus’ crucifixion therefore took place on Friday, April 3, of the year 33. That was on 
the Jewish month and day of Nisan 15 of the year 33.

According to our current Gregorian calendar, Jesus’ crucifixion is believed to have taken 
place on April 1, in the year 33. I reached my conclusion regarding the year and date of Jesus’ 

crucifixion after carefully reading this page on J.C. Plooy’s website: 
www.jcplooy.nl/jezus/docs/datering  _  kruisiging.html  
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QUOTE: ‘The following table shows the dates in the years 26–36 AD when the vernal equinox 
occurred, when the new moon took place, and when the moon became visible again after the 
new moon’:

QUOTE: ‘Based on this, it is possible to calculate from year to year when the month of Nisan 
begins, namely on the day of the last sunset before the new moon became visible again’:

QUOTE: 'As this table shows, between the years 26 and 36 AD, there were only three years in 
which the month of Nisan began on a Thursday: the years 27, 30, and 33. Therefore, Jesus 
could not have been crucified in any of the other years.'
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The 27–39-hour death version: When it is said that Jesus would be raised on the third 
day, this refers to the period from 3:00 p.m. on Friday afternoon through the hours following 
6:00 p.m. on Saturday evening, and then the first and early hours of Sunday.

The 72-hour version: When it is said that Jesus would be raised after three days and 
three nights, this refers to the period from 3:00 p.m. on Friday afternoon through 3:00 p.m. 
on Monday afternoon.

In that case, Jesus would have been raised on the fourth day in the late afternoon, between 
3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., or, if after sunset on the fifth day, on Tuesday.

Matthew 27:62–64 is special. The chief priests and Pharisees recall the event three days 
later. Can we trust what people like that claim? In most Bible translations, verse 64 reads 
“until the third day.” It does not say “up to the third day.”
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And below is Luke 24:21. Two disciples were on their way to the village called Emmaus 
when Jesus began walking alongside them, but they did not recognize him. They told Jesus 
everything that had happened, including the events leading up to Jesus’ death on Friday 
afternoon around 3:00 p.m. And yet they clearly state that it was the third day at that 
moment. So they said this to a very much alive Jesus, already raised from the dead, who was 
with them at that moment.

How, then, could Jesus have risen after three days if, on the third day following his arrest, he 
was already on his way to Emmaus with two disciples?

Regarding Matthew 12:40. I believe it was about judgment. I find the comparison between 
Jonah and Jesus’ death strange. Jonah wasn’t dead inside the fish. Jesus, however, was dead 
in his tomb. Was Jesus in the heart of the earth during his death? No, he was on earth in a 
newly hewn tomb in a rock. I don’t know what Jesus meant, but it wasn’t about his death and 
resurrection on the third day. There are plenty of Bible verses about the third day. 
Download: jehovah.nu/number-of-hours-jesus-death.pdf Download: jehovah.nu/aantal-uren-
jezus-dood-v2.pdf

7

http://jehovah.nu/aantal-uren-jezus-dood-v2.pdf
http://jehovah.nu/aantal-uren-jezus-dood-v2.pdf
http://jehovah.nu/number-of-hours-jesus-death.pdf

